
Notes on Malayan Fresh Water Fishes 

By M. \V. F. TwEkOiE, m.a., C.M.ikS* 

l, The giant Siluiid, Walla” onia tweediei Hora & Misra. 

■This species wits described (Mom and Gupta 1941, p. 18) 
mainly from notes and photographs of a single large specimen 
taken by myself at Kuala Tainan in Pahang. Since that date 
supplementary material has come to hand as follows: 

(i) A small specimen from Pahang taken in 1941, length 

about 50 cm* vent mis U)j anal 04. 

(ii) A specimen taken from the river Tembeling at Kuala 

Tahan, Pahang in November 1948, by Mr* C. S. 
Ogilvie, of the Malayan Game Department, measur¬ 
ing 104 crn. including caudal. This is represented 
in llie museum collection by three pieces: the head 
with pectorals; ventral, anal and caudal ; dorsal fin- 
V on fra Is 10 or 11; anal 71. 

(iii) A rather smaller specimen from Kuala Tahan of 

whid l only the head was preserved. 

The short ventral count of 8, which 1 gave for the original 
specimen was commented on by Dr* Hora (p. 19—20) and l am 
now persuaded that it was incorrect, at id that 10-11, the mure 
normal count for Lite genus should be substituted. The p os tenor 
Lwo or three rays are very small and easily overlooked. Lite 
anal counts are sufficiently close Lo that of the type (70). 

The form of the caudal fin was in doubt when the species 
was described because that oi" the unique type was damaged. Ii 
was provisionally described ns J 'slightly cmarginate, not iorkoc , 
The figure of the caudal {fig, 1, c) is taken from a drawing by 
Mr. Ogilvie ot" a freshly caught specimen. He says that the tin 
uf captured fish is usually lorn along the line running tor ward 
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The disposition of the teeth shown in iig r 1, b is from a 
drawing from the dissected head of specimen (iii). Fig, 2 b 
of the original description is based on a sketch made by myself 
by merely inspecting the open month of Lke type sped mem 
The mental barbel in the three specimens is very short, hardly 
more than rudimentary; it is shown much too long in the 
original figure trig. 2 a). The maxillary "barbel reaches onLo 
the pectoral. 

The colour pattern is striking and possibly of specific value. 
Fig* 1, a is drawn from a photograph of a frostily taken specimen 
by Ml\ Ogilvicj and the following description is adapted from 
his notes: Top of head and back deep brassy olive, passing to 
l mossy yellow on the sidus of the bead and above the pectorals. 
Sides of body pale '{actual colour not slated) with two definite 
brown stripes, sharply defined posteriorly and on the caudal 
peduncle, fading out anteriorly behind the dorsal; a third, far 
less distinct stripe runs through the heavily spotted, area above 
the anal. These spots are in two shades, black and grayish 
brown, and look curiously as if they had been dabbed on with 
a paint brush. In specimen (i) they are relatively much larger 
and more irregular in shape than those shown on the photograph 
of the larger specimen, which was about 90 cm. The fins have 
Urn rays red or yellow; Urn fringes of the dorsal, pectorals and 
vent mis are white, those of the anal and caudal, leaden grey. 

The Malay name for fishes of this genus is Tapnlu Mr* 
Ogilvie tells me that W. twvcdiei is Tapah Tembaga (Brass 
Tapah) and that another form h distinguished as Tapah Basong 
{basong, a cylindrical vegetable shoot) and is much darker in 
colour. This may well be YV „ leeri or may merely be a dark 
form of tweediel; 1 have not yet examined a specimen. The 
name Tapah B tun ban is applied to the small Silurid fish Gmyok 
bhuaculatus (EL). 

My thunks arc due to Mr, Ogilvle for presenting specimens 
(ii) and (iii) to the Museum and for supplying much useful 
information. 

2. The species of Channa Seopoli (- Ophiccphalus) in the 
collection of the Rallies Museum, 

Although Smith (1915) makes a plea for retention of the 
familiar name Qphiceyhalus for tills genus of fishes, I am 
informed by Dr. K. S. Misra than the rules of nomenclature are 
adamant in this case and that Chan-no. must be used. Dr. G + S. 
Myers already expressed this opinion some years ago (Herre 
and Myers, 1937 T p, TO). 

Material representing the following, species is in the col¬ 
lection; all is from Malayan localities. 

Channa striata (-g l a okor )-. ^ 

< C* -nwhisotiut. (Sleeker). 


Mua. 21, 194ti- 
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5 C. (Sleeker). 

C. jnefuttopiera (Bleaker). 

5 C. guefrua (Hum El ton). 

> C. i;icms (C. & VO. 

5' C« ■Wnro-ptfto (C. & V.), 

(7. iife/mfu (Weber & do Beaufort). 

Her re and Myers (1937, p. 70, 71) record ad of these except 
tneluiwvltiu, but their record of martiKpidcs is from Peninsular 
Siam. 1 cannot discover valid records ol any additional species 
as occurring m tire Malay Peninsula. 

]?t ,v:k r (19:1ft, p. 1 24) reco j d s of Ut e above only flften i w r 
hicOttf and st-riu-ta. Ol urif?ntu }he admits that the species IS 
likely ro have been either introduced (to Penang) or recorded 
erroneously. His fifth species is -punctata (Bloch). Weber and 
de Beaufort (1922, p. 330) have advanced arguments lor exclud¬ 
ing this Indian fish from the Indo-itustralisn list and l consider 
that these arguments apply to Malaya with equal force. 

My own record 11040, p. 7tf) of O. jjkvrofi tthalvmx bleaker 
was based on a small specimen identified by Dr. A. W. 

] have re-examined this specimen and am convinced uin. is 
a young individual of C. luciati* „ 

' Mv thanks are due to Mr. C. S. Qgilvie for a number uf 
specimens and for information concerning the Malay names. 

Key Lo the Malayan .species. 

" 1 + Vomer and palatines with a pluriaevinl band of more 
or less uniform small teeth, but without huge 
canines .— — —..-.— -- T 

- Vomer and palatines with one or two senes of teeth 

which are mostly caniniform ..—.-.—. 

2. 3-ay a scales in L. tr. between anterior part of dorsal 

and lateral line.--—— ■ 

_ . 1-5 scales in this series H -.—.-...-...'' 

3. Head leas than 3-5 in standard length: a conspicuous 

white-edged black ocellus at upper base^ bfj?■«<>»■ 

- H&d shorter, more than 3-5 in 

,j Pectorals shorter than post-orbital pan oj head : uncki^ 
, mrts w 1 1 1 te sp ot tod with bn mi, the l jraw n spo ts 
often forming irregular longitudinal blotches^ urn ^ 

the head — — —.—“'""77 n ’ ' , ' 

- Pectorals about equal to post-orbital part ol oeut , um c 
parts brown, often with a pattern of pale ^sunder 
the head .- — — H "^-“ L 
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5. 3-3 U scales in L. tr. between anterior part of dorsal 
and Jliteral line; L. L M — 15; median fins narrowly 
bordered with bright red ituickJy fading to white 
in preservative ..... guchwi. 

— 4 ] /j—G \>t scales in this series; L. 1. 55—95 ._ 6. 

G, L. 1. 82-95; stages in colour pattern illustrated at 

fig. 2 —™— „______........ micropeltex. 

— L. ]. 55^65 ...._....._ 7. 

7. i l A scales in L. tr. between anterior part of dorsal 
and lateral line; a pair of narrow longitudinal black 
stripes on each side of head and body; small, not 
exceeditig 7 cm. in length, possibly the young of one 
of the well known species._...„ hi striata. 

— 5f4 scales in this series; bead narrow and (except in 

young) its dorsal profile concave; brown above, 
yellow below, two rows of alternating dark blotches 
uu each side . . ... ... ,■ ,, .,. ._ lucius. 

Channa maiuiiotdcs (Eleekcr). 

’WEBiltt & CU UEAUFOIiT, 11122, p. 315. 

Hkhre & Myers, 1-J37. p. 71. 

Smt'ra, 1945,, p, 4(38, 

Four specimens arc in the collection, the largest 25 cm. 
in length, all from tho river TemVaelmg in Pahang. The species 
was recorded by Herre and Myers from Peninsular Siam and 
is otherwise know n from Borneo and Sumatra. 

The ocellus at the base of the tail immediately distinguishes 
this species whose Malay name is Jaluh 

Chunna melanuptem (Bleeker), 

Weber it de EiiAirreiiT, 1922, p. 315. 

This appears to be a rare species. I cannot now find the 
material on wdiich my recoixl of 1940 (p, 78) is based and 
only one specimen Is in the collection, taken by Mr, C. 5. Ogilvie 
at Kuala Tahun, Pahang in 1949. Us details are as follows; 

Length with caudal, 52 cjii, D. 48, A. 29, P. 17, V. 1. 5, 
L .77, L. tr. (anteriorly) 3/J./10, The change in level of the 
lateral line is at the 18th perforated .scale. All the proportions 
agree with those given for the species by Weber and do Beaufort. 

The colour is uniform gray is! > -brown above, paler beneath. 
There is no sign of the black lateral spots mentioned by Weber 
and de Beaufort, but patterns of tins kind often become obsolete 
in large specimens. 

its range is given as Sumatra and Borneo, and so its 
occurrence in the Peninsula was to be expected. The Malay 
name attached to this specimen by Mr. Ogilvic is Toman Jda. 
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Guuina striata (Bloch). 

Weher & [je Beaufort, 1322, p. 317, 

Smith, 1345, p. 4 S3. 

SOONG Min Kong, lM3 f p. 29. 

This list l Is very ab and a lit in rice-fields, swamps and dltclies 
throughout the country, It is extensively used tor food aad 
fs ranked third in economic importance by Sootig (be.) among 
the pudi field fishes ufi Perak, first and second places being given 
to Trickogast^r peatoruh# and Chiriats btUrachus, 

The largest specimen in the collection is rather over 40 cm, 
long, including caudal. It is usually called A run a by the Hal ays 
but 1 have heard Toman Pay a in Pahang, 

-> Chaimn ineluioiua (Pdeeker), 

U'EBER tf: L>E BRAft'OiiT. iL>22, I]Jk 314. -3iL> [OpfitOCi'-pliuhta UitUiUb- 

♦ sauia). 

Siimr, llti.i, p|}„ -1 1 n. 47'!. 

A v. idoly distributed and usually common species, The 
teeth on the vomer and palatines arc pluriserial and, although 
they are not quite uniform in size, none of them can be described 
as cauinifurm. In Weber and de Beaufort's key (p* 414) it is 
correctly placed but Smith (p, 4l>G-7) includes It in his section 
lb (1 or 2 se r i es of t ee tl l r mos Lly e an me en can l ] li i'u nil) ; this 
must be regarded as an error. 

The underside of the head and body may be uniform light 
brown, but sum dimes a pattern-uf rounded white spots is 
developed on the underside of the head. 1 have not seen this 
pattern in any other species, and it is in useful contrast to the 
]jattorn of dark spots on a pale ground in stri da, A good series 
of young specimens is in the collection ranging from about 70 
mm, upwards, None o£ them show any sign of the lateral red 
band men tinned by both Weber and de Beaufort and Smith as a 
character (it might be expected to fade to a pale colour in 
preserved material) nor do 1 remember having observed it m 
the field. Possibly it disappears at a size smaller than 70 mm. 
A constant feaLuru of these young specimens, up to about 110 
mm. is a narrow pale bar across Ulc peduncle at the base of 
Lhe caudal fin; I cannot say what is its colour in life, 

Malay name Bakak or Bakap, 

■ Channa gachua. (Hamilton). 

Uereii & iiu Reaueurt, 1322, jj. S£l. 

Smith, 1345, p, 470. 

C. gackuti is a small species rarely exceeding 24 cm. Our 
largest specimens are about 15 cm. It is a fish of the hi li¬ 
st reams, but is by no. means con lined to the mountain ranges. 
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Specimens are in the collection from Gunoiig Pulai, Johore and 
*ven from Buksl TEmah, Singapore, an isolated kill of Jess than 
tiOO feet. 

The bright red border of Hie tins and tail quickly fades 
lo white in preserved specimens* 

Mj\ Ogilvie gives the Malay name as Bakak. 

5 1 kinn:i micrapelU'S (Cuv. and. Val.), Fig. 2* 

Weber & nr Beaufout,, 1922, (J . 328. 

Smith f 1945, p* 473* 
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This is the largest of the genus and a specimen taken at 
Kuuki Tahan, Pahang in April 1940, measures 00 cm. including 
caudal p The life colours of this fish were ns follows: 

Radi and sides black, belly white, pinkish on the breast, the 
line dividing black from white sharp and but slightly irregular. 
From near the dorsal between IS and 20 narrow irregular 
vertical bars extend downwards, crossing tire lateral hue above 
the pectoral and ending short of it posteriorly, These bars are 
bluish green above and violet below. Head similarly coloured, 
the b ars l icco m ing o bl i q ue u r 1i orizoii tal in cl i rec non. 1 ris guiden 
biwn, Median fins and pectoral dark, some lighter markings 
in the upper part of the caudal. , 

The adult colour phase is illustrated at hg, - c; ai ; d “ 
of the same figure represent the pattern uf the young (lo emd 
and an intermediate stage (28 cm.), A specimen oi 
has niruEUh assumed the adult pattern, but the line separating 
the dark dorse-lateral from the white ventral region is mme 
irregular and ill-defined than in the large specimen descubed 

above. 

Tlie Malay name is Toman. It is a voracious creature, way 
destructive of other fish and, when guarding its eggs, w i 3 w 

attack human beings l*« Smith 1946, ■W4>. » 

,ta a jr-une fish by Malayan anglers, who fish foi d with live 

bail or a spinner. . . 

It i s found all over the Peninsula living m the Ugu 

rivers and lakes, 

Clinnna histmta (Weber and do Beaufort). 

WekSr & he BaturoRT: 1922, p, 8k2> 

Hedge: & MrcflS, 19117, in TO. . ( 

Four small specimens from Bukit Merali, Perak, ideiHihea 
by Dr. ilc Beaufort and two larger ones m™, ; vl ^ d :‘ 

f rU m the Singapore series recorded by Her re and Mycia ai 

11 The’species remains sot new hat of a pu^le. ^ specuneiis 
exceeding 70 mm. standard length have been rjcoitftd and ^ ll ■ 
A Lem tiled to bdieve that they arc the young of a mnm £ il Mice! 
member of the genus whose colour pattern changes, much as 
S u at of C? vdZpdL Weber and ® Beaufort suited 
kd i Lv might lie the young of C. faew», but there are m this 
collectibb specimens of Iiifiiw of about this cnglh^ 
smaller which show no sign of two pairs ut bluth K-;, ‘ 

stripes hut have the live alternating series oi lateia, blotches 

characteristic of the adult. _ ... . 

For the present I accept btetnata, as a diminutive speues. 
The matter could very probably be settled by keeping some 
specimens in an aquarium and, by care and good feeding, gi g 
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them every chance to grow into some well known species if this 
is indeed their nature, 

5 Channa lucius (Cuv, and Yal.)* 

Wkqek & de IiuALrmiiT* 1A22, jp, 32ti, 

Smith* 1945* p, 472, 

Widely spread and common in lowland streams and ponds. 
The largest specimen in the collection is a little over 30 cm. 

The narrow* head with its concave dorsal profile* together 
with the distinctive body patten]* easily distinguish this species. 
The usual Malay name is !pbi* but Belungkor may refer to 
this fish ■ also. Smith mentions Lkan Bujok as used by the 
Patau 1 Malays. 
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